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Dispatches

The seasons festivities are hardly over and we are already half-way through
the first month of the New Year, as well as half way through the Rotary
year!

On January 13, some 35 members and wives took part in a visit to Blind
Veterans UK premises at Ovingdean. The charity’s connection to Brighton
goes back to 1918 when the Grocer’s Federation generously donated a
home in Kemptown, and which was used as a convalescent home. The
charity was refused planning permission to extend the Brighton premises
and were given the 14 acre current site in the mid 1930’s and the building
was completed in 1938 but not used by the charity during the war due to
its proximity to enemy occupied France.

The tour took in the ground floor of the building which included lounge,
dining-room, classrooms, swimming pool and sports hall. Several members
had a go at indoor archery and the spirit of Agincourt was questioned when
one spouse scored more hits than her husband! All members were
impressed when they called in on the Arts and Crafts department. The

range of materials, the finish on the many items for sale were admired.

The tour was completed with a delicious cream tea served in the Winter
Garden, a room at the top of the building with a grand view of the marina
and Brighton bay. A cheque was presented by Rotary President Ray to
himself as Blind Veterans UK President! And all this in just the first week of
the year!

Two teams took part in the skittles tournament. Both will be described later
in Newsmonger.

It was with great sadness we heard of the passing of Richard Tilly on January
16. He will be greatly missed!

Ray



Roy Gentry
1927—2014

A copy of the eulogy prepared by Robbie for the crematorium service held Monday 22
December 2014

Roy was born on 3 June 1927 in Romford Essex.

He won a scholarship to the Royal Liberty School in Gidea Park and
was successful in achieving his matriculation.

Whilst at the school he broke every swimming record and to this day
his name is well known. When we visited the school on a reunion and
Roy gave his name he was immediately recognised as the young pupil
with the great swimming ability.

On leaving school Roy really had no idea what he wanted to do with
his life and was involved in a rather uninteresting job with no real
possibilities of promotion.

The war was still in progress but towards the end Roy was conscripted into the Royal Navy
and spent many months square bashing in various camps although he was working in the
clerical side of the Navy.

He had two friends, Francis Flynn and Doug Gibson, and it was Francis Flynn that the Navy
chose to with Roy to New York to work in the Seika Pay office on Wall Street. To this day
neither Francis nor Roy knew how this came about but to America they went. They lived on
Statton Island and travelled to and from New York by ferry each morning and evening.
Eventually that office closed down and they were both transferred to Washington to work in

yet another Royal Navy pay office. By this time Roy had achieved the status of leading writer.

Sadly Roy contracted rheumatic fever whilst in Washington and spent nine months in the
Bethesda Naval Hospital. Francis had to return to England on his own bur that was not the
end of the friendship.

When Roy eventually returned home he met up with Francis and Doug who were both
chartered accountants and they persuaded Roy to have a go at achieving that qualification.
Francis managed to obtain free articles for Roy on the strict understanding that he passed
each examination first time and did not expect a job at the end of the five year training.
Needless to say Roy passed all his exams first time.

Eventually he applied for and was successful in taking over the practice in Seaford and was
known as the whizz kid from London.




He put all his efforts into building up the practice and in due course it became obvious that
he needed some help and that was when Geoff Lowles became a partner. Philip Moorey was
Roy’s first articled clerk and he eventually qualified and became a partner. As the firm
expanded more articled clerks came and went and more partners were taken on.

Roy became a member of the Seaford Rotary Club and became its President for a year. For
his charitable work within the Club he was awarded a Paul Harris Award.

For relaxation Roy passed on his love of the sea to his sons and they started off their
adventures with a sixteen foot boat called Je Reviens then progressed to a twenty three foot

Mitchell called Serendipidity and then on to a thirty one foot converted Scottish trawler

called Trudy.

He also loved walking and could be found on many occasions striding through Friston Forest
up on the Downs near the barn, and in the recreation ground when he could no longer drive.
We also spent many happy hours walking round Folkington which had been a favourite haunt
of my grand parents who are actually buried in Folkington churchyard. That hopefully will be
Roy’s resting place.

Unhappily Roy suffered a couple of heart attacks during that time and had to undergo a triple
bypass. Although he made an excellent recovery from the operation he was advised by the
consultant to give up his boating activities because they could prove to be too strenuous.
Trudy was a heavy wooden boat and going through the lock at Chichester and putting down
and bringing up the anchor could prove too much.

Roy was distraught at this decision but in time grew love holidaying in France. We used to go

every six weeks or so, summer and winter alike.

However trouble was brewing and from the light hearted comments that Grandpa was
getting a bit forgetful came the dreadful realisation that he was suffering from some form of
dementia. | cared for him for six years with the condition gradually worsening, and on the
realisation that | was heading for a breakdown it was decided that Roy would have to go into

a nursing home.

To see my beloved husband being robbed of all dignity and identity was the hardest thing |
have ever had to bear. Dementia is cruel not only to the sufferer but to all that care, and |
cannot put into words the extent of that suffering. There is no cure and the dementia
eventually took over completely. | could do nothing for Roy except sit and watch his
deterioration over the tears. He became just an empty shell.

Today | have lost not only my cherished husband but my friend and soulmate. | will always
love him.




Seaford Rotary Club members John Lockyer
and Rosemary Carlisle help Santa

Edi t o r-Thss arficte tvas published by The Argus on Tuesday 23 December and is reproduced
here with permission. The final collection figure of £9090.81 was a new recordhaarks tare due

to all those whasupported us including those who donated, the children who came to see Santa,
as well as friends and Rotarians who helped with collections.

Santa has almost completed a mammoth task ahead of the big day — travelling around a town for
24 nights.

With the help of the Rotary Club of Seaford, Father Christmas climbs aboard his sleigh and has
been visiting children in the town every day since the beginning of December, travelling through
the streets at night.

Today he is visiting Walmer Road, Chyngton Avenue, Saltwood Road, Hythe Crescent and Hastings
Avenue from 5.45pm until 8.30pm to collect donations to help local charities and organisations.

He completes his trip tomorrow morning between 10am and 1pm in Broad Street before he sets
off around the globe delivering presents.

Rotary member Mike Hemmings said: “We’ve been doing this for more than 50 years and it has
been as popular as ever.

“It is a big task and we have a ten-strong team going out every night.

“People do appreciate it and really enjoy it, they have been very generous. We think we have
visited up to a thousand children and have raised around £8,000 so far.”

—




Senior Citizens' Party

From the Editor

Another November, another party for thirty
four of Seaford's older residents. Thanks to St
James' Trust for allowing us to use their
premises again, and to all the volunteers who
provided transport, produced the excellent
food and drink, waited at table and performed
many other functions before, during and after
the event.

il Seaford Mayor Mark Brown with wife Vera
graced the event and drew all of the raffle tickets for the lucky winners after sampling the food and
drink, aided and abetted by Seaford Rotary Club President Ray Hazan with wife Robbie.

The invited guests as well as helpers and Mayor Mark were royally entertained during the two hour
event by vocalists Margot Miller and Graham Tubb accompanied by pianist Rosemary Kemp. Judging
from the volume of the singalongs, a great time was had by all. Photos show party-goers, President
Ray Hazan, Vice President "Head Waiter" Peter Fenwick, Party Supremo Bill Pierce, and Mayor Mark
Brown.

Photos by idike Herm mings




Seaford Rotary Young Musician of the
Year and Young Ensemble of the Year

From Paul Vaesen and Jim Anderson
Photo of | as

Bethany Geoghegan by

Mike Hemmings The Club has announced that its next Young

Musician competition will be held on Sunday
1st March 2015 at Seaford Head School. The competition is open to
anyone aged between 11 and 17 and who either lives or goes to
school in Seaford. This year, for the first time, there will be two
separate competitions, Young Musician of the Year and Young
Ensemble of the Year. The aim of the competition is to give
youngsters the opportunity to perform in public and to develop their
musical talent through this worthwhile experience.

Copies of the Rules and Entry forms are available from the Music
Department or Student Services at Seaford Head School or can be
downloaded from the Rotary Club of Seaford website www.seafordrotary.org.uk or email
youngmusicians@seafordrotary.org.uk to request an information pack.

The Rotary Club is also accepting entries for its Young Photographers competition which is divided
into three age groups, 7 to 10, 11 to 13, and 14 to 17 years. Full details are also on the Club's
website or may be obtained from Fotobox in Broad Street who are sponsoring the competition.

Grand Rotary Charity Quiz Night

By Fundraiser Extraordinaire Mike Roper

The fund raising for 2015 begins in earnest on Friday 27th March 2015, with the annual Grand Rotary
Charity Quiz Night in aid of the Seaford Rotary Charitable Trust. This event is great fun and always
well attended by local quiz teams competing for the “famous” trophy.

We have a new venue for this year’s Quiz, St. Leonards Church Hall, Church Lane, Seaford. Teams
that competed last year will be automatically invited to take part, but new teams are always
welcome, and you can apply for an entry form from Mike Roper (details below). Teams consist on
no more than 4 persons and costs are £30 per team, which includes supper and we invite you to
bring your own liquid refreshment. We will also run a high-quality, sponsored raffle with attractive
prizes. Further details will soon appear on our web
site www.seafordrotary.org.uk.

If you would like to enter or simply require further
information please contact Mike Roper by email at
events@seafordrotary.org.uk or by telephone on
01323 873988.

Library photoof ast year'
Gerry Peachey featuring left to right
Rotarians Dave Argent, Mike Roper
Michael Logan
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Skittles Teams on the
Winning Trail

Part 1 from Sports Officer and ‘A’ Team Captain John “Curly” Lockyer

The Skittles ‘A’ Team won their 2" round match against
Billingshurst ‘B’ on Wednesday 14 January after a very
close and exciting contest.

The score at the end of 3 games was equal and the result
was decided by each player bowling 1 ball (a penalty
shoot-out) and this resulted in a win 35 — 26.
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The Bull Inn, Henfield, proved to be an excellent venue
- and the refreshments did not disappoint; both teams
agreed that this had been a very enjoyable evening.

Whilst this was a team effort, the Editor expressed an opinion that a special mention should be
made of one member who he felt was the most improved player (Guess who?! Well at least he
doubled his score from 3 to 6 in 2 games!)

We are away to Hove in the next round so the venue will probably be the same.

Part 2 from ‘B’ Team Captain Steven Willox

After a long and very wet drive to Slindon on Monday 12 January we found a warm welcome and
delightful venue at the Spur.

When | saw our team actually assembled | noticed the large variations in stature and bulk of the
team. We went from the slight frame of Keith Blackburn and his subtle technique to the statuesque
Phil Moorey and the raw power play which sought to not only destroy the skittles but also the back
of the alley!

However, the team led comfortably on round 1, losing ground in round 2 to be only 4 ahead going
into round 3.

A very tense last game took place with fortunes swinging both ways. Our last bowler needed only a
4 to win and kept the tension going by only managing to reach 4 with the very last ball!

The team had performed well as a unit with everyone producing mixed scores in the different
rounds and a steady nerve at the end. Consistency will come and we look forward to seeing the A
team in the final.

Then an even wetter drive home!


http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://img1.etsystatic.com/007/1/7317802/il_340x270.399264297_h8a5.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.etsy.com/market/wooden_skittles&h=270&w=340&tbnid=fiQZzRpum0vnzM:&zoom=1&docid=GtrUb54RSOAZRM&ei=A_u4VKjnAeGR7Abc_oCACg&tbm=isch&ved=0CH4QMyhQMFA

Just the Ticket for Good Health Practice

From our special correspondent Bill Pierce

The new visual display in Reception at Seaford Medical Centre is
proving just the ticket for patients — thanks largely to the Rotary Club
of Seaford.

Although funding has also come from two other sources it was due to
Rotary’s generous contribution that Sue Smith, the chair of the
Patients Participation Group at the practice in Dane Road, Seaford, was
finally able to complete the plan to install the simple but clever device.

Instead of standing in a queue for Reception (which has spilled outside the door on some occasions) you
now just take a numbered ticket from the machine and then sit in a comfortable seat, watching for your
number to come up on the illuminated display to tell you it is your turn to approach the desk.

The system clicked into action on Monday January 19 and has proved popular. Many have likened it to
waiting your turn for the meat and fish counter at the ~5 1Py
supermarket — only here you can sit while you wait. = i _"'i.»

Sue Smith said: “We are very grateful to Rotary for the
funding. Our group is nothing to do with medical
treatment, consultation or dispensing. We just aim to
make it a better experience for the patients.”

Practice Manager, Phil Abbott said: “Already we’ve had
many comments from patients saying how well it all
works. I'm sure it will prove a great help for everybody.

B

Photosby Mike Hemmings.op reception area with illuminated displegbove Sue Smith and Phil
Abbott
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A SURPRISE VISITOR TO INNER WHEEL “SPUD & PUD” LUNCH!

To start the New Year with a flourish, Seaford Inner Wheel held a Spud and Pudding lunch at St. Leonard’s
Church Hall on Saturday, 10™ January. The hall was packed with people enjoying the food and each other’s
company. The event was to celebrate Inner Wheel Day and raise funds for Breast Cancer UK (around
£370).

President Mary Morris was delighted to welcome a “surprise” visitor — Seaford’s M.P. Norman Baker
(pictured) who happened to be passing by. He said that he was delighted to see so many happy faces on
such a miserable day and wished the club well. As you can see Dawn Hatley gave Norman an in-depth
interview.

OUR NEW MEMBER IS INDUCTED

At our Christmas meeting Mary was very pleased to induct
Sue Garner as our newest recruit. Sue is a long standing
friend of Ann Fenwick and really enjoys coming to Inner
Wheel events.

INNER WHEEL IS GETTING INTO FASHION! MsCo

At 7pm on Tuesday evening 24™ February M & Co. will be staging a CHARITY

charity Fashion Show for Inner Wheel Charities. The UP THE TEMPO FASHION
SHOW
music. Tickets are £6 each, to include a glass of wine (or soft drink) and
IN ADDITION there is a 10% discount on all purchases, plus a raffle. t
Maggie Posgate is selling tickets and they are going like hot cakes 1.'

DANCE GROUP will open the show with an energetic display set to pop

(literally, our fingers are burning). Tickets can also be bought from M
& Co., Broad Street, Seaford. Why not join in the fun?

Val Wagstaff




Calendar Events Start Finish | Start .
. Location
date date time

Club Councll 26/01/15 19:00 Seaford Golf Club

International & Rotary Foundation 28/01/15 14:30 Seaford Golf Club

Committee Meeting

Business meeting 28/01/15

Vocational & Youth Services Committee 02/02/15 19:00 7 Holters Way

Community Services Committee 02/02/15 19:30 Oak House,
Cuckmere Road

Club Services Committee 03/02/15 19:00 25 Arundel Road,
Mount Pleasant,
Newhaven

Jeremy Wheeler: Women | have known in 04/02/15 13:00

Membership Committee 04/02/15 11:30 Seaford Golf Club

Fellowship 11/02/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Ayumi: Exchange Student 18/02/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Fundraising Committee 18/02/15 14:30 Seaford Golf Club

Young Musician District 1250 Final 21/02/15 AAnNNi ver sary
Theatreo, St
Catherines School,
Bramley

Club Council 23/02/15 19:00 Seaford Golf Club

Business Meeting 25/02/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

International & Rotary Foundation 04/03/15 14:30 Seaford Golf Club

Committee Meeting

Rtn David Cross: Rotary Foundation 04/03/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Fellowship 11/03/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Miss Saigon 12/03/15 09:00 London

District 1250 Council meeting 17/03/15 19:00 BEC Horsham

Club Council 26/01/15 19:00 Seaford Golf Club

Business Meeting 25/03/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Graham Phillips: My Job Talk 01/04/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Good Friday 03/04/15

Easter Day 05/04/15

Easter Monday 06/04/15

Fellowship 08/04/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Bob Peedle: Royal Society of St George 15/04/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Club Council 20/04/15 19:00 Seaford Golf Club

Business Meeting 22/04/15 13:00 Seaford Golf Club

Boot, Craft & Produce Fair 26/04/15 07:30 Martello Fields

Evening meeting with partners and 29/04/15 19:30 Seaford Golf Club

Guests

May Day Bank Holiday 04/05/15

International & Rotary Foundation 06/05/15 14:30 Seaford Golf Club

Committee Meeting

Club AGM 06/05/15 12:45 Seaford Golf Club

District Resources Showcase 10/05/15 19:00 BEC Horsham
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