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A couple of years ago we were enthralled by a speaker who had, single handed,
turned round a failing Hospital in a rer
her boundless energy were captivating. The Club voted to support her latest pro-
ject at that time and, since then, have continued to support her work at Bansang
Hospital. This year we were made aware that a project in which we were inter-
ested was being supported by the Rotary Club of Brentwood a Beckett in Essex
and that Anita would be speaking to the Brentwood Club on Monday 13™ Febru-
ary. PDG John Preddy and | arranged to go to hear her speak. An article on our
visit appears elsewhere in this edition of Newsmonger. We have, subsequently,
€alldeotr donation to that of the Brentwood Club and the new operating theatre
is in the process of being built and will be fully equipped.

A few days | ater | attendétd Bhe SMayemnds
Hal | . This was a novel, and very succe
sen charity, Waves. It was good to see the Hall so full. A full account of the
evening appears elsewhere.

Foll owing the gastronomic theme Mary al
Spud and Pud Il unch, al so at St Leonar do
baked potatoes with a variety of fillings were delicious and the puddings mouth -
watering. As there was a surfeit of pud and | hate to see food go to waste | took

the opportunity to sample a variety of puddings just to put them in some sort of

order of preference you understand. | am pleased to say they all came equal

first! This was a very pleasant way to spend lunch, meet a lot of people and also
contribute to the Inner Wheel Charities.

| have to record, with immense regret, that two of our normally invincible teams
met their separate Waterloos in the space of a week! We lost our second round
Skittles match against the Rotary Club of Arundel and a few days later came off
seg@nd best in our District Quiz match against Sussex Vale Rotary Club. Ah well,
there is always next year!

On Friday March 2" our Spring evening with Partners became a celebration of the
C!| u b 8 Birthda§. We were honoured by the presence of our District Governor,
Duncan Anderson, and his wife Angela. In his speech Duncan complimented the
Club on its endurance, diversity and energy in presenting the ideals of Rotary to
the Community. | thanked him on behalf of the Club and commented on the

number of projects in which we were involved, some of which were new, some,

like our Christmas Sleigh, over 50 years old. The highlight of the evening though
was the talk given by our speaker and newest member, Ray Hazan. His matter-of
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-fact account of how he coped with being blinded and losing a hand in a parcel bomb explosion

during his time in the Army in Northern Ireland was both humbling and inspiring. He has
worked tirelessly for St Dunstands over the ye:
the OBE in the New Year 6s Honours List. Hi s ta
live long in the memories of those who were there.

Sever al members and their wives supported the
mi me at the Barn Theatre, some attending the C
charity, Waves. The Club has supported this group and it was a delight to see again their ener-

gy and enthusiasm enhanced by beautiful scenery and vibrant music. We wish them well for

their next production.

Yesterday evening | attended our first Rotary sponsored Seaford Young Musician of the Year
which was held at Newlands School by kind permission of the Head Teacher, Mandy Johannsen.
The event had been conceived by Peter Posgateb
ing the organisation. The evening was all that could have been wished for. The ten competitors

all proved themselves worthy of the occasion and their efforts were obviously appreciated by the
near capacity audience. Jim has written an article which you will find elsewhere in this issue but

| would like to add my grateful thanks to all who took part, to our MC, Damon Willer, our three
adjudicators, Pat White, Margaret Darwall Smith and Andrew Daniels as well as to Adam Briggs
who masterminded the sound system and, of course, to Mandy Johannsen for allowing us to use
the School dés excellent facilities and for the
of an annual event that will grow over the years and, | hope, of a continuing association with the
School.

This coming week some of us are going to visit the Olympic Park at Stratford and the following
week we have our own Quiz Night organised by Bi
more, will be in next months Newsmonger.

I

Reading and Maths Mentor Scheme at Seaford Head Community College
From the Editor

' Retired surveyor, Yorkshireman Keith Thompson, is the most recent re-
cruit to our Reading Mentor scheme for Y7 students at Seaford Head
Community College. Now in its 4th year, this goes on each Monday and
Friday at the College between 08:40 and 09:10, with maths mentoring
being the same time on Thursdays. If you are interested in being a
mentor, contact us at mentor@seafordrotary.org.uk

Photo by Mike Hemmings




News Items (continued)

Visit to the Brentwood a Becket Rotary Club

From President Isla

As regular readers of these columns will know The Rotary Club of Seaford has been supporting the
extraordinary work of Anita Smith at the Bansang Hospital in The Gambia for some years. Anita
has, over the last 20 years, turned a derelict run down Hospital at Bansang and turned it into the
envy of the Gambia and the neighbouring countries. Other Rotary Clubs in this country have also
given Anita considerable support and we were very pleased to be able to combine with the Brent-
wood a Becket Rotary Club in Essex in her latest project to rebuild and equip a surgical operating
theatre. Rotary Clubs often operate in isolation supporting their local communities but it makes
sense to join together at times, particularly on international projects.

We heard that Anita was going to the Brentwood Club to give them an update on her project and
so Past District Governor John Preddy and | went to Brentwood for the Monday evening meeting.
The Club meets in the delightful Marygreen Manor Hotel. The old timber framed building can
trace its origins back to the 13™ century. The members were predominately still active in local
businesses and professions and were very hospitable. Anita, as always, was inspiring. She had
brought one of her sons, Lawrence, with her, who also is involved in the Bansang Project. She al-
so brought Bansangdés Principal Nursing Officer
obvious enthusiasm and commitment to the Hospital and the 600,000 people it now serves. He
had just finished a Masters course in overseas development and hospital management at Ruskin
University in Cambridge. Their obvious delight when Brentwood presented their cheque was a joy
to see. Our contribution is on its way to Anita and Wandifa as | write.

We take much for granted in this country as do others in the developed world. It is very humbling

to have a glimpse of the huge difficulties faced by our fellow human beings in countries such as
the Gambia where basic sanitation is not the norm and where finding enough food just to exist is
a daily struggle. Anita has received honours in this country and in the Gambia for the work she
has done. Never can these have been more richly deserved.

Bansang Hospital
Children's ward




News ltems

The Mayorodos CHhfarity Bake

By roving President Isla Sitwell

I was intrigued when |

tation to her Charity Bake-off in aid of her chosen

charity, Waves. Those attending would have the ¢
opportunity to judge the products of the three
champion chefs from the Seahaven area. | have »-_.' :
never considered myself a connoisseur of food, ,}
wor king more on the pripa

A
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When | arrived the St L

almost full of like minded folk all just itching to
judge the offerings. Given a choice of what |
wished to judge | chose sausage rolls as | felt
that | had a good track record in tasting these over many years. | am not really a cake man,
though i f you offer me oneé.

We started with a short quiz, just to get the brain in gear. | hesitate to mention that | did OK in
this though there were no prizes to substantiate my claim. Then onto the judging. You might
think that one sausage roll is very like another, but there you are in error. The closest analogy
is wine tasting though it is considered uncouth to spit out your sausage roll after tasting it.
There is not the same requirement to clear the palate between samples. However, as in wine,
the colour is important. On the whole one is judging between different shades of pale yellow,
with a shiny or matt finish. Next, of course is the bouquet, or nose. Gently holding the sau-
sage roll between finger and thumb so as not to squash it one inhales the rich aroma emanat-
ing from the sausage element. Inhaling too sharply can result in dislodging bits of flaky pastry,
which can be embarrassing and precipitate a bout of sneezing or coughing. At last one actually
bites into the sausage roll savouring the rich taste of herbs and meat assembled by the master
chefs. | could have done with several more sausage rolls to confirm my choice but supplies
were limited and there were the other judges to be considered. So, choices were made and
prizes were won, not just in the sausage roll section but also in those for rock cakes, cup cakes
and several other varieties of baking wizardry.

At the end of it all, a good time was had by everyone, Waves benefited from our entrance fees
and the raffle and | can only hope that this excellently run event becomes a permanent fixture
in the Seaford calendar.

Law of Mechanical Repair- After your hands become coated with
grease, your nose will begin to itch and you'll have to pee.

Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when
dropped, will roll to the least accessible corner
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News ltems (continued)

Another First & Seaford Young Musician Competition

By Newsmongerds Performng

Over the last year or so the Club has started
some new events and also resurrected some
older ones which we had not covered for a long
time. We can now add to the list the inaugural

competition to find the Seaford Young Musician
of the Year. This took place at a packed Hall at
Newlands School when six vocalists and four in-
strumentalists performed in front of family and

friends and members of the Club and their wives

for the coveted title. The competition was open
to young people aged 11 to 17 who live in Sea-
ford or who attend a Seaford school and the range of music chosen ranged from hits by Oasis
and Adele to musicals and more classical pieces. The Club was supported in this venture not
only by Newlands School which provided the premises and some very welcome light refresh-
ments, but also by adjudicators Pat White, Margaret Darwall Smith, and Andrew Daniels, Adam
Briggs who organised sound and lighting, and Damon Willer who not only acted as Master of
Ceremonies but also entertained the audience while the judges were deliberating. The winner
was pianist Lia Todd who took away a cash prize of £40 and an invitation to feature in a spot-
light solo at the next Seaford Rock and Jazz Cabaret Evening. Runners up with prizes of £20
and £10 were vocalists Lamiah Davey and Emily Pearce. President Isla thanked all the helpers
and also congratulated not only all the competitors, but also their parents, and teachers for all
the help they gave them in reaching the
standards they had shown. Feedback
from the audience confirmed the evening
had been a great success and it was
hoped the Club would make it into a reg-
ular event.

Photos by Geoff Lowles
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Photo Gallery

-Our Cl

Well really
Roy!

A happy
crowd

The Top Table

Photos above & left
by Barry Wells

Ray & his wife, Roy
and my wife(!?)

Photos below & right
by Mike Hemmings

What fine Gentle-
men we have here

There are many more
photos on our website
www.seafordrotary.org.uk




